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state of physical science in the time of Plotinus.
But, even overlooking this point, there is a false
abstraction in the attempt to divide between what a
thing is and does in relation to itself, and what it
is and does in relation to other things. What is
indicated by such metaphors, is not that anything
has an outgoing or transeunt activity which is
altogether different and separable from the im-
manent activity that constitutes its real being;
but rather the reverse, namely, that nothing exists
except as it manifests itself, and that the very idea
of a self-directed activity, which only accidentally
produces an external effect, is irrational and baseless.
Least of all can we think of the Absolute as having
an external effect which is not necessarily involved
in its own nature. The metaphors of Plotinus,
therefore, so far as they show anything, seem to
show that an absolutely self-centred and self-directed
activity is impossible, or possible only so far as the
Being to whom it belongs includes all other being in
Ms own. In any ease, they give us no real ex-
planation of the problem they are intended to solve,
naamely, how God, who is absolutely complete in
Wmself, can yet be the source of existences which are
exjjeraal to him and not included in the process of
his own lifa
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